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I STATE DEPARTMENT, MICHIGAN, 

Secretaby^s Office, 
Lansing, February lOthy 187S, 

Hon. JoHK J. Bagley, 

Governor of the State of Michigan : 

Sir — In compliance with law, I have the honor to submit 
herewith my Annual Abstract of the reports of the several 
Boards of County Superintendents of the Poor for the year 
ending September 30th, A. D. 1872. 

The reports are very noticeably improved over those of last 
year as to execution, accuracy, and completeness, and the 
superintendents have uniformly manifested a willingness to 
make them as full and complete as possible. Their written 
statements in a majority of cases give evidence that the busi- 
ness of caring for the poor has been committed to men of 
ability. 

The law now requires the reports to be made before the 
annual meeting of the board of supervisors; and as it is 
customary, and seems to be advisable, for the superintendents 
to wait until said meeting to get from the supervisors certain 
statistics required to be reported, I recommend that the law 
be so amended that they shall be required to make their report 
annually on or before the fifteenth day of October, for the year 
ending on the 30th day of September. What now seems to be 
a necessai'y violation of the law with regard to the time of 
making the report, will thereby be avoided, and the only 
valid excuse for want of promptness removed. With the like 
promptness on the part of all the superintendents wliich 
now characterizes a part of them, the abstract could be sub- 
mitted at least a month earlier than is now possible. 

A lack of uniformity in the reports detracts considerably 
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from the value of the abstract. I respeetfnlly suggest that a 
law providing for uniform records by county superintendents 
of the poor is desirable. 

Through the courtesy of the county clerks in those counties 
where there were no superintendents of the poor, I am ena- 
bled to present information of some kind from all the organ- 
ized counties. 

For the sake of convenience, I have arranged the abstract in 
seven tables, with one exhibit marked "A,*' following Table 
III, and two schedules marked "A'' and "B," respectively. 

Very respectfully, 

DANIEL STRIKER, 

Secretary of State. 
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Three counties are omitted from the foregoing table. Emmet 
and Manitou, because they had no superintendents of the poor, 
and Missaukee, because the report shows that it had no poor 
who were a county charge. 

Of the fifty-seven counties represented, forty-five had poor- 
houses and farms, four had farms but no buildings, one a 
shanty used as a poorhouse, but no farm, and seventeen neither 
farms or poorhouses. 

The three unrepresented counties, with the seventeen before 
mentioned, make twenty counties in the State without a 
county poorhouse or farm. 

One of the forty-five having poorhouses and farms (Antrim) 
put up the buildings within the year, and two of the four 
having farms but no buildings purchased the farms within the 
year. These were Menominee and Wexford, and Menominee 
merely bought one hundred and twenty acres on time. 

It will be noticed that the table shows for Keweenaw county 
nineteen paupers in the poorhouse with an average of ten and a 
half, nine under sixteen years of age, sixty-three persons tempor- 
arily relieved, seventeen hundred and thirty-eight dollars and 
fifty-eight cents as the cost of maintaining the poorhouse, and 
nothing for temporary relief. This is as reported by the 
superintendents, although they also report that they had no 
poorhouse or farm. It is probable that the nineteen reported 
in poorhouse were regular paupers who were boarded, and that 
the amount stated as the cost of maintenance of poorhouse was 
the cost of such boarding. It is to be hoped that no such 
occasion for guessing at the meaning of a report will hereafter 
occur. 

In Gratiot and Mecosta counties the farms are rented and 
the lessees are paid a stipulated amount for maintaining and 
taking care of the paupers, in addition to the use of the farm. 
{See statements of superintendents in Schedule A.) Compar- 
ing the cost per week of the maintenance of paupers in these 
counties with that in other counties with which they may 



12 ABSTRACrr OF TDE ANNa'AL REPOETS OP 

The average cost per week, for the State, of maintaining 
each pauper io the poorhouses, appears to be $2 14. Of the 
forty-four counties represented in the column showing cost 
per week, the expense in one-half was above, and in the other 
half below this amount. 

The greatest cost per week appears to have been in Mar- 
quette county ($7 79), and the least in Tuscola (58c). The 
latter is undoubtedly erroneous, for the report indicates thai 
the amount entered in the space of the blank designed for 
entering the "whole cost of maintaining the poorhouse, 
exclusive of interest on capital invested and value of paupers 
labor** and from which, with the average number of paupers, is 
computed the cost per week, was paid for "merchandise" alone. 
The large cost per week in Marquette county is no doubt 
largely due to the small average number of paupers in propor- 
tion to the wliole number, as seen in Table I, and the small 
value of the farm products, as seen in Table VII. (See 
remarks on this subject, following Table IV.) 

The report from Wayne county states that Detroit expends 
$25,000 to $30,000 in the maintenance, care, and relief of the 
poor, which is not reported to the county superintendents. 
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TABLE ir. 

ShmciTiff by eountie$ the whole numi«r, aterage number, and mimi^ under 
eixteen peart of ape, of the Ltsane, IdioUe, Blind, and Mutee, reeehed 
and mainiaiTied in the County Poorhoutee and Wa}/7te and Wathlenaw 
County Asylums for the Insane, ttilh totals for tlie Statt, during &e year 
ending Se^ember 30th, 187S. 



•CoDfiiiedlnJaU. 
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TABLE II.— CosTiNUBD. 



I Coautj biB pooThoni 



Forty-three counties are represented in tliis table. Of the 
twenty-seven nn represented, fonr, Bay, Grand Traversp, Iosco, 
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and Mecosta, had poorhouses, but no inmates of either of the 
four classes comprised in the table, and twenty-three had no 
poorhouses. 

The counties of Delta and Keweenaw are represented, 
although ndther has a poorhouse, for the purpose of includ- 
ing in the total two idiotic persons, confined in jail in Delta 
county during the whole year, and one insane person in charge 
in Keweenaw county, reported to have been in the poorhouse 
all the year, but who was probably taken care of in a private 
family. (See reftiarks on Keweenaw county report, following 
Table I.) 

It will be seen that the whole number of insane received in 
the Wayne and Washtenaw county asylums during the year 
was only eleven less than the number in charge in all the 
other counties combined. The average number inamtained in 
the county asylums before mentioned does not bear so large a 
proportion to the average in the rest of the State as does the 
whole numheVy owing, without doubt, chiefly to the fluctuation 
in Wayne county, shown by the small average. 

The report from Chippewa county shows twelve mutes in the 
poorhouse. This is thought to be an error, and is not shown 
in the table for the reason that the whole number of paupers 
was only nine. 
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In this table, only the forty-five counties having poorhouses 
are represented. In the reports from Berrien, Branch, Eaton, 
Hillsdale, Livingston, Mecosta, Tuscola, and Wayne discrep- 
ancies appear between the totals of the nationalities as shown 
in the foi*egoing table and the statements of the whole number 
of paupers received during the year, as shown in Table I. In 
Branch and Tuscola this may be accounted for on the ground 
that one person in each county was reported under the head 
"American," also "American-born, whose parents, one or both, 
were foreign-born." It is a little strange that more of the same 
nature did not occur. In all the other cases excepting that of 
Wayne, the difference probably arises from the superintendents 
not being able to ascertain with regard to all, and failing to 
report such, as " unknown." In Wayne the total of the nation- 
alities is one hundred and fifty-seven greater than the whole 
number of paupers reported, and is thought to be an error. 
The following Exhibit shows the per cent of some of the more 
numerously represented nationalities included in the foregoing 
table to the total population of the same nationalities, and the 
per cent of the whole number of paupers to the total popula- 
tion of the State. 
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A. 

EXHIBIT of the( Per Gent of Paupers of Certain Selected Nationalities to 
the total Population in the State of the same NationaMties^ respectively^ 
and of the whole Number of Paupers in the State to ths total Population 
of the State for the year ending September SOth^ 187 S, 



NATIONALITIES. 
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• Taken from the published Census of the United States for 1870. 
^ Taken from the foregoing table. 

• Computed in the Secretary of Staters office, 
d As stated by the Superintendents. Table I. 
1 AH whites bom in the United States. 

• All N^roes in whom there appears no trace of white blood, 
s All in whom there appears a mixture of white and Negro. 
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TABLE IV.— Continued. 
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TABLE IV.^CONTINUED. 
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The counties of Alcona, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Emmet, 
Kalkaska, Keweenaw, Leelanaw, Mackinac, Manitou, Mason, 
Missaukee, Ontonagon, Presque Isle, and Wexford, fourteen in 
number, are omitted from the foregoing table for the reason 
that they either had no poorhouse or no transportation expenses 
during the year. 

Fifty-six counties are represented, of which thirteen merely 
show transportation expenses; nine of the thirteen, as will be 
seen by the foot-notes, were without poorhouse or farm. One 
had a farm and new buildings which had not been occupied. 
In one, Gratiot, the farm was let and the lessee was paid a 
stipulated amount in addition to the use of the farm, he fam- 
ishing everything (see Schedule A); one had a farm without 
buildings, and one, Newaygo, a small shanty, without farm, in 
which two persons kept house ; these appear to have been the 
only regular paupers in Newaygo county. None of the items 
of the annual expense of maintaining them was reported, but 
the gross amount can be found in Table I. In some other 
cases most of the items of the aiinual expense^of maintaining 
the poorhouses were omitted without explanation. 

In eighteen counties having poorhouses and farms, no value 
was placed on the paupers' labor ; some of them, as Allegan 
and Genesee, being old and populous counties with an average 
number of paupers equal to other counties which estimate the 
vftlue of their paupers' labor at from one to seven hundred 
dollars, and in Isabella county, with a farm comparatively well 
stocked, as shown by the estimated value of live stock and 
farming implements in Table VIL, no value is placed on the 
products of the farm. 

The report from Keweenaw county shows $39 50 expended 
in transporting paupers to and from the poorhouse, $240 for 
medical attendance at poorhouse, and $Ji88 for clothing at 
poorhouse, but as the county had no poor-farm or buildings, 
the items are omitted from the table. It may be that these 
expenses were for regular paupers who were boarded, (see 
remarks following Table I), but the report is so contradictory 
that it is impossible to tell with any certainty what is meant. 
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TABLE V. 



SumiiTig, by Qmntiet, the Amov.nU paid to SuperintendenU of the Rx?r, 
8up&rmor», Justieei of the Peace, Directors of the Poor; for S'uneral 
Expttiie» and MediecU Atiendanee oulmie the Foor/ioutet, and for the 
Support and Care of InMgerU Intane Person* al the State Asylum at 
Ea&imazoo; vrilh totalt for the Slate, for the year ending Sept. SOth, I87S. 



' No poothoose or firm. 

< Poorbonee jaBL erected, bnt liBS not been 0CCDp[ed. 

* From contlniienc fand. 

!• Includes smoDDl paid for services alpoortiODie. Paid Itoat coalliiErat fand 

* Not from poor fund. 

* fM8 1ft addltiODBl paid for lappart of Inians oatilda of poorbaut, ani] i 
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TABLE v.— CONTINDBD. 
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• Not [rom poor rand. 
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TABLE v.— Continued. 



Connt]' bna a Morhnnge. bat no ttno. 
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or tioo. 
Nn ■tilament In report. 
" Uatten pertaluluK lo tbe poor not properly ornplied." Sea atalemcnt at 

BuperlnteDdenla. Schedale A. 
Not from pour Inid. 

Only four connties are unrepresented ia thia table, viz : 
Emmet, Keweeoaw, Maniton, aud Preeque Isle. Emmet and 
Manitou had no Superintendeuts of the Poor, and do poor 
ezpeuses of any kind were reported, and the reports from 
Keweenaw and Presque Isle show no expenses of the kinds 
comprised in this table. 
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Shoteinff hg Omn^es tht amtunU expended in the purekate of Coanljf Fo«r 
Ihrmt; in tht ereetUm of Nme BnUdingt, for Bepaira of BtiUding*. for 
&oek, Tool», Furaitvre, and Improtejnenti on such farm*, toith Total* 
for the 8taU, for the year ending Seplemier 50th, 187S. 
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. „. _ h Not ftom poor taai. 

t Fiam balldlDg fond. ■ For dlichiog and tlUoE. 



COCSTi' BUPEBIIITSNDEKTS OF THE POOH, 
TABLE VI.— CONTINCED. 



too eipended for comUji bODee <• not s pior Saxtd, pmperif Epcaklog. bnt vti 
iney iDst tbe coanr^ had on hand from the iccDmnlatlone at LansiDg." 

Twenty-five eountiea are not represented ia this table. Of 
these, twenty-one had no farms ; one. Grand Traverse, had a 
farm and poorhouse, and three. Mason, Menominee, and 
Ontonagon, had farms, but neither of the four reported 
expenditures of the kind comprised in this table. 
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SCHEDULE A. 

Showing the statements of the superintendents in relation to the condiHanqf 
the poorhouses and other buildings^ the facilities for bathing, warming^ 
and ventilation, the treatment, food, and clothing of the paupers, the care 
of the sick, the accommodations for and treatment ofths insane and idiotic, 
and the education of the children, 

Alcona — [No poorhouse or farm.] 

Allegan — Baildiug of wood, nearly new, rooms high, 
painted, situated on a slight elevation with grove of trees in 
front yard, which is clean and covered with grass ; a well of 
good water; two cisterns; out-houses, cleaned often; bams 
and sheds ordinary. Large wooden tubs for bathing. Furnace 
for warming main building; in the wing, cook and parlor 
stoves. For ventilation, windows raise and drop ; transom sash 
doors into hall, and ventilators. In the treatment, no corpo- 
ral punishment ; when disobedient, placed in a cell and kept 
on bread and water until a disposition is manifested to 
obey their keeper; required to wash their persons often; 
their face and hands before going to breakfast ana other 
meals when necessary. For food, pork, beef, mutton, wheat 
bread (graham and white), vegetables and fruit ; usual way of 
cooking. Flannel and cotton underclothing, mostly made at 
the poorhouse ; coats, pants, and vests usually bought rea4j 
made ; all wool for winter ; for summer, jeans and colored 
twilled cotton. The sick are under the care of experienced 
nurses who give their medicines under the direction of the 
medical attendant, and cheerfully prepare such food as they 
may relish; medical attendants called when deemed neces- 
sary, by either superintendents or keeper of the poorhouse* 
Accommodations for and treatment of the insane and idiotic 
are : outdoor exercise in good weather, a clean cell well venti- 
lated for nights and bad weather. The badly idiotic have a 
comfortable room in an old outside building, with a yard for 

Note.— The statements are given in the langaage of the saperintcndents, as a gen- 
eral rale. 
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outdoor exercise. The children are sent to a district school 
near by. 

The nationality of the paupers may not be entirely correct ; 
also the amount paid to superintendents of the poor ; the 
keeper of the poorhouse furnishes two female assistants at 
his own expense ; the pauper labor is all guess-work ; the 
amount of food and clothing is included in the bills for poor- 
house. 

Alpena — No poorhouse. The treatment of the poor is 
good; they are maintained mostly at private boarding-houses, 
and are well attended to ; we pay for their maintenance by 
the week. It is the opinion of the present board of superin- 
tendents that the county would profit by the erection of a poor- 
house. The sick have their choice of medical attendants and 
usually of their boarding-house, and are every way well treated. 

Antrim — There has been a house erected on the poor-farm 
of this county this last year, but have not put in a keeper for 
said house yet 

Barry — Condition of buildings same as last year — tolerably 
good. The facilities for bathing are tubs, pails, etc.; the 
warming of buildings is by stoves. Ventilated same as ordinary 
dwellings. Treatment kind ; meals twice to three times a day. 
Their food is meats, and such other food as is usually used in 
families of moderate circumstances ; tea twice a day. Clothing 
substantial and warm. ' The care of the sick is by overseer's 
family, and such paupers as are fitted for it, and other help if 
necessary. No special arrangements for the insane and idiotic 
and no extra treatment. Children educated at district school. 

Bay, — Condition of buildings good. The facilities for 
bathing are : water, tubs, and pails are furnished, and inmates 
can bathe as often as they desire. Buildings are warmed with 
stoves and kept comfortable. Ventilation by doors and win- 
dows as in ordinary dwellings. The paupers are treated well 
. in every respect and made as comfortable as paupers can be. 
Food, good ordinary farm fare ; meals three times a day during 
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gammer and twice a day during winter. Clothing, comforta- 
ble. A good county physician is employed who attends all 
the sick at the poorhouse, as well as those outside who have to 
employ medical attendance at county expense. Accommoda- 
tions for the insane and idiotic and their treatment, none. 
For the education of the children, a good district school near 
the poorhouse. 

The superintendents of the poor, county physician, and 
keeper of the poor farm, are paid out of the county contin- 
gent fund. 

Benzie. — [No poorhouse or farm.] 

Berrien — Condition of buildings, good. Facilities for bathing, 
fair. Warming of buildings, by steam. Ventilation of build- 
ings, good. Treatment of paupers, good. Food, wholesome. 
Clothing, good. Care of the sick, as good as circumstances will 
permit. The insane and idiotic are made as comfortable as 
can be, but not as well as desired. Education of children, 
district school. 

Branch — The general condition of the poorhouse is good ; 
also the barns and out-buildings. No especial facilities for 
bathing. Buildings warmed by stoves. Ventilation, by raising 
and letting down the windows from the top. Paupers all kindly 
treated; no whipping allowed. Food, white and brown bread, 
beef, fresh and corned, pork, mutton, fowls, butter, potatoes, 
turnips, cabbage, beans, corn pudding, and other varieties, and 
in short, everything that you would find on a comfortable farm- 
er's table ; tea, coffee, etc. Clothing, woolen of a good quality in 
the winter, and in warm weather such as is deemed to be com- 
fortable ; males have boots and females good shoes. Have no 
special hospital for the sick, but they are well cared for. We 
have cells for the insane ; idiotic are in common with the 
inmates. Children sent to a good district school neai: the 
poorhouse. 

We cannot give the value of hay, grain, food, and clothing, 
in consequence of having recently employed another keeper of 
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the poorhouse, tfie former keeper having left town. We have 
paid to the county treasurer from products sold from the 
county farm the last year, the sum of $660 00. 

Calhoun — The poorhouse is of wood ; the main building is 
two stories high, 100 by 36 feet; has been built several years; 
is in good repair and condition, having two wings nearly new, 
— one 21 by 35 feet, two stories high, built the last year, the 
other one story high, 21 by 23 feet, finished and used expressly 
for the insane, having high airy cells with iron doors and 
bedsteads ; the other buildings, are, a large commodious bam, 
frame building for hog-pens, with storage in upper part, and 
shed for tools and utensils. No special provision for bathing ; 
a Tacant cell in the insane quarter is used as a bathing room, 
with tubs for the inmates of that department, in which they 
are required to bathe once a week, and as much oftener as cir- 
cumstances require ; measures are in progress to fit up a room 
with suitable furniture for bathing purposes. Buildings well 
warmed by furnaces heated with wood. The portions of the 
house occupied by the paupers, are. well ventilated by means of 
flues in connection with the furnaces, built for the purpose, 
which keep the air pure and wholesome. The paupers are 
treated kindly ; no punishment is inflicted, more than to con- 
fine them in their rooms, in case of insubordination, for a 
short time; harsh treatment is not allowed, nor is it necessary; 
the worst cases soon yield to firm but mild treatment ; those 
who are able are required to labor according to their strength 
and condition, which they generally do willingly. Food con- 
sists of wheat and corn bread, pork, mutton, fresh and corned 
beef, salt fish, pudding, milk; butter and tea when necessary, 
especially to the sick and old ; vegetables of all kinds usually 
raised in the field and garden. Clothing is plain and substan- 
tial, being warm and comfortable in winter and suiable to the 
season in summer. The sick have good medical care and 
attention by a competent physician employed by the year, 
and good nursing by the matron and help in the house ; par- 
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ticular attention is paid to their comfort in the way of suit- 
able diet. The accommodations for the insane are as good as 
can be made in a house of the kind and size ; they are so 
comfortable, and the treatment of the inmates so kind and 
judiciou?, that several have been restored, and some of them 
bad cases of long standing ; those who can safely go out of 
their cells are permitted to do so, and to take such exercise in 
light work or otherwise as they choose, having some one to 
look after them. Such of the children as could be taught to 
advantage, have been sent to the school, during the summer, 
kept in the district in which the poorhouse is situated. The 
board of supervisors for the last two years have been quite lib- 
eral in their appropriations for the support of the poor, and in 
providing means for the improvement of buildings and comfort 
of the inmates, still we could use more to advantage. 

(7^55— Condition of buildings good, except out-bui!dingS. 
Facilities for bathing not completed. Warming of buildings by 
stoves. Ventilation, by raising and lowering window sash. 
Treatment of paupers mild ; mostly moral suasion. Pood sub- 
stantial — bread, meats, vegetables, tea once a day, butter ; the 
sick are provided for according to their wants. Good warm 
clothing. Care of the sick : A physician employed by the year ; 
all suitable attendance provided. For the insane and idiotic 
a separate building from the poorhouse, warmed by furnace ; 
no system of treatment established. Education of the children 
heretofore in the district school, but rooms have been provided 
and school will be taught in the building. 

Our poorhouse being just completed, a regular system has 
not yet been adopted, so that many of the answers are made 
only from estimates; we have been unable to get at the exact 
different items of expense. 

Charlevoix — "We have no poorhouse and only one superin- 
tendent. 

Cheboygan— ISo poorhouse [or farm] in this county. 

Chippewa — We have no poorhouse ; our whole business is 



COUNTY SUPERINTENDEKTS OF THE POOH. 41 

done by jobbing out our poor. Seventy per cent of our 
expenditure is upon paupers brought here by the contractors 
of the Sault Ste. Marie Canal improvement. Eegular paupers 
for the year, nine. 

Glare — [No poorhouse or farm]. 

Clinton — General condition of the poorhouse and other 
buildings good. [No statement as to facilities for bathing.] 
Made comfortable by stoves. Ventilation by windows and 
doors. Treatment of paupers kind and humane. Good whole- 
some food and plenty of it. Comfortably clothed in good 
strong clothing. Sick, well cared for. Accommodations for 
Insane, not good. The children who have intelligence enough 
to learn attend the district school. 

Delta — Have no poorhouse ; paupers are put into different 
boarding places; sometimes have to put them into county jail 
for accommodation. Facilities for bathing, none at all. Treat- 
ment of paupers good ; good substantial food. Clothing what 
is necessarv. The sick have the best of care. Accommodations 
for the insane and idiotic, county jail; treatment, good. 

No poor fund in this county; paupers, when they apply, are 
put in different houses to be taken care of, where we have to pay 
from four to eight dollars per week. The county board is 
paying and auditing the bills for expenses of county paupers; 
therefore we have no knowledge of what the expenses are per 
year. "We need some reform in relation to paupers. 

Eaton — Buildiug very deficient ; hope for an appropriation 
therefor. Facilities for bathing, none except tubs in rooms. 
Sleeping rooms heated by furnace, balance by stoves. Ventila- 
tion of buildings might be improved. Paupers treated accord- 
ing to condition, but all with humanity; no punishments 
allowed except in extreme cases. Food, good nice bread 
baked on the farm ; meat twice a day ; generally beans and 
plenty of vegetables, such as potatoes, cabbage and turnips, 
using all the fruit raised on the farm; milk once a day, if 
desired. Clothing, comfortable. Care of the sick, by overseer's 

6 
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family. Accommodations for the insane and their treatmen:^ 
yery poor; consequently we are obliged to keep some at Kala- 
mazoo, because there is no sufficient and safe place for their 
care at the county house. We keep no children at the poor- 
bouse ; if we cannot find places for them in families, we take 
them to the Orphan Asylum at Adrian ; we have two there 
now. 
Emmet — [The Deputy County Clerk wrote December 30th, 

« 

1872, that they "had no Superintendent for the last year, 
and no report to make."] 

Oenesee—Bj an addition to our poorhouse the past year at 
an expense of about thirty-five hundred dollars, we have ren- 
dered the " general condition ^' very good indeed, we think ; 
the other buildings are in very fair condition ; the addition is 
of brick (as is the whole building), 34x60 feet ; kitchen, wash- 
room, woodhouse and bathing-room below ; bed and sitting- 
rooms above; all rooms are large, comfortable and airy; the 
male portion, are separated from the female ; the males being 
now accommodated in the new part. We have a large brick 
oven for baking. We have a bathing-room, but it is not yet 
completed, and have in consequence no more than the ordi-. 
nary facilities for bathing. Warming of buildings, by stoves; 
wood is used wholly. We have in use eight stoves for warm- 
ing the buildings, besides one large kitchen stove and one, in 
wash-room. Ventilation by windows and registers in the 
chimneys, as near the floor as they could be put in; by 
opening windows at the top and having registers at bottom 
we get a very good ventilation. We think very little venti- 
lation can be had except by means of heated air to carry off 
the poisonous gases which always settle down. Very much 
depends on good ventilation. We think the treatment of 
the paupers is kind and humane, at least as much so as 
can be; no corporal punishment allowed, and scarcely 
any punishment is needed when kind treatment is inva- 
riably practiced. Food, wheat and corn bread, pork, beef. 
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mntton,^ all kinds of vegetables, beef or bean soup three or four 
times a week ; three meals a day in summer for all ; milk with 
wheat or corn bread and Indian meal pudding for supper for 
those who wish ; plenty of butter and molasses, tea or coffee 
twice a day. * Clothing, good strong cotton in summer and. 
woolen in winter, with undershirts and drawers for the aged 
and infirm, and warm clothing f )r all in winter, and comfort- 
able, in summer. Care of the sick as good as can be under the- 
circumstances ; attended by the overseer and wife and by our- 
county physician ; we have plenty of well aiTanged rooms for 
the accommodation of the sick and infirm, but not roomsu 
specially for that purpose ; they have the best of care and. 
attention. We have no special accommodations for the insane 
and idiotic, but plenty of room ; one room in the new addi- 
tion was designed for the insane, but being on the upper floor 
its use is deemed impracticable, and we have now only the 
ordinary accommodations ; we have no cases requiring special 
treatment or accommodations at present. Children attend a. 
district school, kept in a school-house on the farm, about forty 
rods from the poorhouse, winter and summer, generally taught 
by a good competent teacher; they also attend a Sabbath' 
school at the same place. This report should have been made 
sooner, but we have waited for the annual meeting of the 
board of supervisors to obtain information necessary to make 
it as complete as We could. * 

The amount stated here as paid for erection of new building, 
in the first place, only includes what has been paid this year; 
and lastly, what the whole, cost. . 

Orand Traverse — General condition of the poorhouse and 
other buildings : A small country farm-house in comfortable 
condition. Facilities for bathing, such as are usually found in 
farm-houses. Warming of buildings, by wood-stoves. Ventila- 
tion, by doors and windows. Treatment of paupers : A kindl 
keeper and humane treatment. Plenty of good healthy food 
three times each day.. Clothing, neat, comfortable and enough.. 
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The sick have kind care and a physician when necessary. No 
insane or idiotic to be treated. Education of the children : 
No children in the poorhouse long enough for this. 

Gratiot — The poorhouse is a frame or wooden building, in 
good repair, with ten rooms ; barn and other buildings in good 
condition. Facilities for bathing somewhat limited ; paupers 
are required to bathe in their rooms, in tubs provided by 
keeper. Warming of buildings by common stoves, of which 
there are three ; wood used for fuel. Ventilation by doors and 
windows. Paupers are well and kindly treated. Pood con- 
sists of bread, butter, meat, potatoes and vegetables of various 
kinds, also tea, coflfee, cakes and pies ; meals three times per 
day. Clothing good and warm ; mostly woolen, kept clean 
and whole. The sick are cared for better than the average of 
the public ; medical attendance provided by the keeper, as per 
contract; See miscellaneous Remarks. No special accom- 
modations for the insane and idiotic, except a large enclosed 
yard for air and exercise. No children to educate this year ; 
we send to district school when we have any. 

We let the poor farm and the keeping of the paupers to D. F. 
Muscott for eleven hundred dollars per year and the products 
of the farm, when the number of paupers does not exceed 
ten ; for each one over ten $1.50 per week extra, deducting 
$1.50 per week for each one less than ten, he furnishing food, 
clothing and medical attendance. 

Hillsdale, — We have a good and convenient house for the 
keeper, the children and female paupers ; the men occupy a 
small house; we are just completing a very good one six rods 
from the keepers ; we find it best to keep the men and women 
separate, except that they all eat together. For bathing, there 
is a general wash-rooni in the women's house; in the new 
men's house there are two regular bathing-rooms. Warming 
of buildings, by stoves and dummies ; almost every room is 
warmed. For ventilation we raise or lower the windows. 
The paupers are all treated kindly ; no corporal punishment 
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allowed ; for bad conduct they are confined in good comfort- 
able cells, sometimes on bread and water, which is seldom 
necessary. We raise all kinds of grain, vegetables, meat, fruit, 
etc., raised by the best farmers; the people have as good 
as grows and all they want. They are kept warmly and com- 
fortably clothed. The sick have regular medical attendance ; 
some one or more of the best are detailed as nurses, and if 
very sick, the keeper attends to them ; they have such food as 
the physician prescribes. Accommodations for the insane and 
idiotic and their treatment : Good airy cells, well warmed in 
cold weather, if necessary to be confined ; most, go about as 
they please and work a good deal. The children are sent to a 
district school if old enough and bright enough. We have a 
good farm of two hundred acres, one hundred and fifty 
improved, large orchard of all fruits, and live pretty well on 
our own account. 

Hotighton — General condition of the poorhouse and other 
buildings, good ; poorhouse kept clean and warm. Facilities 
for bathing, wash tubs ; inmates are required to wash each 
morning, and bathe at least once each week. Warming of 
buildings by stoves burning wood, and drums, connected with 
pipe, in second story. Ventilation by tin ventilators in the 
windows. Treatment of paupers, kind but firm, with printed 
notices of the rules of the house, and punishment, when 
deemed at all necessary, by the keeper or superintendent. 
Food, bread, meat and vegetables ; tea twice each day ; three 
meals per day. Clothing plain and in sufficient quantities to 
keep from cold or inclement weather. For the care of the 
sick we have a hospital under the charge of a county physician. 
Accommodations for the insane and idiotic and their treat- 
ment, none, but are much needed. School for the children 
during four months of winter. 

Huron — We have no poorhouse. 

Ingham — General condition of the poorhouse and other 
buildings : Clean, relatively ; the first impression of intelli- 
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gent obserrers would be, so far as the '^ males' house '* is con- 
-t^erned, that the parties who designed and built it had just 
emerged from caves, holes in the ground or bark huts, upon 
which it is a slight improvement Facilities for bathing, 
none except basins, pails or tubs. Warming of buildings by 
stoves. Ventilation, by doors and windows, if any. Treatment 
•of paupers, humane, good except so far as decent buildings and 
facilities for cleanliness are concerned. Food, good and whole- 
come ; we put down about 6,500 pounds of pork and 3,500 
pounds of beef, and use fish, etc., annually. We also raise 
plenty of wheat and corn. Clothing, woolen, in winter, and 
cotton and woolen, iu summer. The sick have a good physi- 
cian and fair care. Accommodations for the insane and 
idiotic, poor; treatment good. Education of the children: Six 
months schooling ; school-house sixty rods distant from build- 
ings. Miscellaneous remarks: " Least said soonest mended," 
but if the State or the Lord would swell the heads of some of 
our Supervisors and Superintendents large enough to hold a 
good-sized idea, we might hope in the future to have respect- 
able buildings and accommodations. 

Ionia — Our poorhouse is a new brick building, not yet 
finished ; was built last year, and as far as finished cost about 
$11,000; our barn is in good condition. Facilities for bathing, 
none; house not finished. Warming of buildings by furnace 
and stoves. The Kuttan system of ventilation. Paupers are 
humanely treated ; food, plain but wholesome, such as wheat 
bread, butter, inilk, pork, beef and mutton ; sometimes cakes 
and pies; tea morning and evening; some corn meal is used 
in the family. Plain but comfortable clothing. When it is 
necessary the sick are under the care of a good and humane 
physician ; we have a male nurse to take care of the male sick; 
the matron, with the assistance of female paupers, takes care 
of the female sick ; they are usually kept in a room by them- 
selves. For the insane idiotic we have three cells, warmed 
imd lighted by a stove and window in a hall adjoining the 
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cells ; the idiotic are not so foolish but that they have their 
liberty, and can take care of themselves with some looking 
after. The children are sent to the district school. 

Some of the answers are only approximately correct, as we 
kept bnt one set of accounts, — such as was chargeable to the 
poor fund. Circumstances beyond our control prevented 
making our report on the day required by law. 

Iosco — In October last our poorhouse was destroyed by fire 
from the woods, and we have since had to occupy a small log 
1)uilding on the farm, with temporary additions ; a new and 
very commodious frame building, 24x36 feet, two stories 
high, with addition 12x5iO feet, is now under contract and 
being bnilt. Ordinary farm facilities for bathing. Building 
well warmed with two stoves. Log buildings generally have 
the only perfect system of ventilation. Treatment of paupers 
fair. Food, bread, salt meat, potatoes, vegetables, tea, sugar 
and bntter. They are well clothed. The care of the sick is 
fair. Accommodations for the insane and idiotic, and their 
treatment, none whatever. No provision made for education 
of children ; no school within reasonable distance of poor- 
house. 

Isabella — "New house 18x28 and an old log house ; a good 
barn 36x46 feet. Facilities for bathing, none. Warming of 
buildings by stoves. The paupers are well treated. Food, 
good wholesome farmers fare, — beef, pork, potatoes, beans, tea 
and sugar. Good comfortable clothing. The sick are taken 
proper care of and furnished the best medical attendance that 
the county affords. Accommodations for the insane and 
idiotic, and their treatment, a small log building with bed and 
stove. The children are sent to the district school, which is 
only across the road from the farm. 

Jackson — The county house is an old low brick building, 
with a new wood addition for the use of the insane, and a 
small detached stone building for the special use of male pau- 
pers ; as a whole they are very inconvenient, but now in good 
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repair. The facilities for bathing are two bath-rooms, quite 
convenient. The buildings are warmed by stoves in different 
rooms. No means of ventilation except by the windows and 
doors; the cells for the insane have ventilators over each 
door into the hall. The paupers are well treated, and have 
plenty of wholesome food. They are provided with good bread 
and butter, salt fish and meat; tea and coffee twice a day; 
milk and vegetables. They are kept comfortably clad. The 
sick receive proper .treatment and a physician is employed by 
the year. Accommodations for insane not very good; most of 
them are sent to Kalamazoo. The children attend the district 
school of the neighborhood from three to six months daring 
the year. 

Kalamazoo — The poorhouse was built for another .purpose, 
and is now old and not as well adapted to its present use as we 
could wish ; have however suflBcient room for keeper's family 
and pauper inmates. By the addition of a furnace in the pau- 
per department within the past year, we are able to make the 
inmates much more comfortable in cold weather; have a new, 
first class bank barn 35x50 ; the other barns and out-buildings 
are in good condition ; have no facilities for bathing of modern 
introduction; paupers are required to wash themselves, or, if 
demented or otherwise incompetent, are washed as often as 
may be necessary to keep them decent and in a healthy condi- 
tion. There is no ventilation other than that afforded by 
doors and windows; the rooms where unsafe insane paupers 
are kept have grated doors and windows for ventilation and 
security. Paupers receive no punishment other than confine- 
ment in cell or room for violation of rules or, disorderly con- 
duct ; the women have a separate room from the men for gen- 
eral use or occupancy, aside from the cooking department; 
we aim to have our paupers treated kindly, and make them 
feel that we take an interest in their welfare ; the idiotic and 
insane are restrained of their liberty only so far as is required 
for safety. We furnish bread, meat and vegetables of best 
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quality three times a day without stint ; tea or coffee once a 
day to adults, and to the old and infirm three times a day, if 
they desire it; we generally have some women competent to 
do the cooking for the paupers under the supervision of the 
keeper's wife. Clothing for the women and children is made 
in the house; men are supplied with warm, comfortable, 
woolen ready-made clothing for winter wear, and cotton goods 
for summer. The sick have medical treatment by a regular 
physician who is paid a salary of $125 per annum; lives 
within a mile and a half of the poorhouse ; we are satisfied the 
sick have good nursing and are made as comfortable as their 
condition will allow. We indenture children in good families 
as opportunities present, and for girls always have applications 
on file in advance of the supply; send children of suitable age 
to a district school a mile and a quarter from the poorhouse. 

Kalkaska, — No poorhouse or farm. 

Kent — The general condition of the poorhouse and other 
buildings is first-rate; our buildings are all well painted in 
and outside, and are in good repair. Facilities for bathing, 
none, other than wash-tubs, and they are well used. Warming 
of buildings by common stoves. Ventilation is good by let- 
ting down window sash, and transoms over all the doors. 
Treatment of paupers is good, no harsh punishment being 
required. Their food consists of wheat and com bread, salt 
and fresh pork, salt and fresh beef, salt fish, potatoes, onions, 
beans and all other vegetables in their season ; also a free use of 
pickles is allowed. Clothing of the most substantial kind. 
The care of the sick is very good. We have erected a building 
entirely clear, by at least two hundred feet, from the main 
buildings, fof the use of our idiots, and it is in every way a 
8acces£f, — ^warm, dry, and well ventilated ; our insane are kept 
in the main buildings, where we have ample place and means 
of taking care of them. We have six children at the orphan 
asylum in Adrian, for whom our county has paid $252 60 dur- 
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ing the past year ; have no children at the poorhoiise who can 
be educated. 

Keweenaw — Xo poorhoiise or farm. 

Lake — No poorhouse [or farm] ; one insane, at Asyhim. 

Lapeer — The greater portion of our poorhouse has been t(flfu 
away and replaced by a new building this past summer ; the 
remaining part is being repaired, and will soon be completed ; 
it will then, with all the other buildings, average good. Facil- 
ities for bathing, limited. The building is warmed by stoves 
and drums. Ventilation is had bv doors and windows, assis- 
ted by air flues in chimneys constructed for that purpose. 
Treatment of paupers kind and indulgent as can be, consistent 
with good order. The kinds of food used have been wheat 
bread, beef, pork, fish, fowls, butter, milk, tea, coffee, sugar 
and vegetables of all kinds usually raised upon a farm; meals 
taken three times a day. Clothing good and comfortable; both 
woolen and cotten used according to the condition and wants 
of the person. The care of the sick is good ; have a physician 
when necessary. Accommodations for the insane and idiotic 
are not good at present, but our means in this respect will 
soon be improved, as we have a separate building in process of 
construction and nearly completed, for the benefit of this class. 
The children have been taught by a female teacher in an 
apartment in the poorhouse, for about three months. 

The questions as to amounts expended for maintenance of 
the poorhouse, and for temporary relief of persons outside of 
poorhouse, cannot be answered with exact accuracy, as these 
accounts have not been kept separate during the year jnst 
closed. 

Leelanaw — We have no poorhouse [or farm] in this county. 

Lenatvee — The condition of the building is good. The water 
used for bathing in cold weather is heated by steam. The 
buildings are heated by steam, by pipes passing through all'the 
Tooms. Ventilation by flues in the wall and by windows. 
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Treatment of paupers, kind and humane. Food, plain and sub- 
stantial farmers' fare. Clothing, comfortable in all seasons, but 
plain. Care of the sick, good and careful. Insane and idiotic, 
confined in cells, when compelled so to do. Education of chil- 
•dren at the Orphan Asylum. 

We believe no county in the State has more generously pro- 
vided for the poor than Lenawee county. 

Livingston — The dwelling which was on the farm when 
purchased by the county is wood; getting to be somewhat 
dilapidated and needs some repair, but in very good condition ; 
out-buildings in very good condition ; our new building very 
neat and in excellent condition. Facilities for bathing, ordi- 
nary tubs and wash-bowls. Warming of buildings, by stoves. 
Ventilation, by windows and doors. Treatment of paupers, 
gentle; no corporal punishment allowed; required to labor 
when condition admits. Food, wheat bread, corn meal, when 
thought proper, pork, beef, mutton, vegetables of all kinds ; 
coffee once a day, tea the same, butter, etc. Clothing, warm, 
comfortable woolen and cotton goods of substantial quality. 
The sick have medical treatment with good nursing; good 
beds and bedding. Accommodations for the insane and 
idiotic, wood ; cells with open blinds inside, open partition ; 
an outside yard 40x60. Children attend a district school 
three-fourths of a mile distant. 

We have to regret that our insane who have not been pro- 
nounced incurable, cannot be properly cared for with us, but 
we are in hopes soon to hear of the completion of the new 
building at Kalamazoo. 

Mackinac. — As there is no poorhouse [or farm] in this county, 
the poor have to be supported in private houses, at the rate of 
from six to eight dollars per month; four in number at 
these rates ; the remaining twenty-three get temporary relief 
through the winter; all of the twenty- three are supposed to 
have families ; some get wood, some clothing, and all get some 
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support through the winter, as the case may be. There is 
bnly one superintendent of the poor in the county. 

Macomb. — The general condition of the poorhouse and other 
buildings, good. Facilities for bathing, none. Warming of 
buildings, by stoves. Ventilation by doors and windows. 
Treatment of paupers good. Food, wheat bread, pork, beef, 
fish and all kinds of vegetables, fruit, etc.; warm meals 
three times a day for eight months in the year, the balance of 
the time twice a day; milk when preferred, coffee, tea and 
tobacco. Clothing good ; heavy plain cotton, generally, in 
winter, and in summer, of the lighter kinds ; some of the older 
ones are provided with woolen under-clothing when required ; 
boots, shoes, socks and mittens. Care of the sick : Good phy- 
sician hired by the year and paid by the visit ; cared for in 
separate building when ill. The insane and idiotic are kept in 
separate buildings ; a competent person detailed to attend to 
their wants ; food same as other inmates ; they are also pro- 
vided with suitable yard in pleasant weather. Education of 
children in district schools. 

Cause of delay of report: We cannot report until the 
October session of the board of supervisors which is now in 
session. 

Manistee. — General condition of the poorhouse and other 
buildings, new, good, neat, tidy, and wholesome. Facilities 
for bathing, bath-tub. Warming of buildings by stoves. 
Ventilation by registers. Treatment of paupers : When the 
pauper is received in the house, he is bathed, properly clothed, 
and furnished wholesome food, with exercise at work on the 
farm. Food : Omnivorous diet. Miscellaneous clothing. Care 
of the sick: County physicians hired by the year, and the 
keeper of the county-house is under their charge. The insane 
and idiotic have a separate building from the county-house ; 
no specific treatment. Education of the children, — district 
school. 
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Manitou — [No superintendents of the poor.] 
Marquette — The poorhonse is a two-story frame, with 
dining-room, kitchen, store-room, living and sleeping room 
for keeper on first floor, with seven sleeping rooms on second 
floor for the inmates; there is an "L" with two rooms; 
woodshed and outhouses ; the buildings are old and sadly out 
of repair ; there is also a good stable on the grounds 20 x 
30 feet ; the outhouses were new this year, and are in good 
order. A bath-tub has been added to the furniture of the 
house this year, and all inmates are required to wash or be 
washed when first admitted, and are afterwards kept clean. 
Wood stoves are used, of which there are four, besides the 
cook-stove, with drums in the chambers. The buildings are 
most thoroughly ventilated through the aid of the doors and 
Windows. As to treatment, the inmates are not classified, but 
are allowed to mingle together freely through the day, the 
dining-room having to be used also as the public sitting-room 
of the house. Plain, but substantial, food is prepared for the 
table, of fresh and salt meats, vegetables, fish, mush, bread, 
milk, with tea and coffee; three meals are furnished daily. 
Ready-made" clothing is purchased for such as need it, 
which they are allowed to take with them when dismissed ; 
there is no house uniform. The most of the inmates were 
invalids, who were well cared for; forty-two out of the fifty- 
six inmates, admitted from disease, seven of whom died ; 
there was one birth in the house this year, the mother having 
been deserted by her husband. We have two large cells or 
rooms 8x10 feet, with windows and stoves in the " L," where 
the violent insane are confined, of whom we have had four 
this year ; but as soon as they can be trusted, they are allowed 
to go about the house and grounds with an attendant ; they 
have all recovered. 

There is a public school near the county-house, and the 
only child we now have ^ttends that. 
The $1,200 paid to superintendents of the poor, and 
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$600 paid for medical attendance, was drawn from the 
general fund, and does not appear in the total paid from poor- 
fand. 

Masort — [Has a farm, but no poorhonse.] 

Mecosta — The general condition of the poorhonse and oUier 
buildings is good. Facilities for bathing, none. Warming of 
buildings, by stoves. Ventilation, nothing but windows. 
Treatment of paupers, good ; no complaints. Food is adapted 
to the condition of the pauper; it is usually such as is used 
by farmers. We clothe them as their needs demand, and accord- 
ing to the season of the year; but we use principally flannel. 
Care of the sick : We find this one of the most diflScult mat- 
ters ; some are sick from the excessive use of ardent spirits^ 
others from venereal diseases ; these are approached by the 
attendant with great reluctance; it is necessary to use carbolic 
acid at times; we treat them as well as we can, but whisky 
and licentiousness are filling our prisons and poorhouses to 
overflowing. We have no children ; could find good homes for 
some; have had several applications. We give the keeper the 
use of the farm, and he keeps the paupers for $3.00 per week. 

Menominee — ^No poorhonse ; have bought one hundred and 
twenty acres for poorfarm, on time, but have put no improve- 
ments on it. The number temporarily relieved is fifty-five, 
which includes families of two or more. 

Midland — Poorhonse and other buildings in good condition ; 
nearly new. Facilities for bathing, limited to tubs and basins. 
Warming of buildings, by stoves. Ventilation, good. Paupers 
well treated. Have plenty of plain food. Good woolen clothing 
for winter. The sick are well cared lor ; not much sickness at 
poorhonse. Accommodations for the insane and idiotic, and 
their treatment, very limited or poor; insane are cared for by 
overseer of farm. The children are sent to district school 
within one mile distance. Barns, fences, and crops all burned 
l^st fall during the great fires; barn^ and fences have been 
rebuilt. 
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Missaukee — ^We have had no poor yet, and no farm or poor- 
house. 

Monroe — The county poorhouse is a wooden building with 
two winga ; the main building, two stories ; used by the keeper ; 
the wings are a story and a half; one is used for cooking, and 
dining-room, also for sitting and sleeping rooms for the 
females ; the other for sitting and sleeping rooms for the males; 
one barn 40x65, 19 feet posts; one used for stabling cattle, 
one carriage and stable barn, one 24 x 30 used for storing 
wheat, corn, oats and tools; wood-house and smoke-house; 
all the aforesaid barns are in good repair; two old bams used 
for storing hay. No facilities for bathing except tubs ; we 
have plenty of water ; all are required to bathe once a week 
and oftener if necessai'y. Stoves are used for warming, with 
pipes running through the hall above, which makes the rooms 
warm and comfortable. Ventilation, by windows and doors. 
Treatment of paupers : When a person is received he is washed, 
when very filthy his clothes are burned; their rooms are 
washed twice a week and oftener when necessary ; kind and 
humane treatment; no corporal punishment allowed; all 
who are able, do light work. Food, wheat and corn bread, 
mush and milk, salt pork and beef, salt fish ; fresh meat most 
of the time in cold weather; soup, beans, vegetables of the 
season, tea and coffee, apples ; cakes and pies once a week ; the 
food is well prepared and served three times a day in summer, 
and twice a day with lunch in winter. Clothing, for men, Ken- 
tucky jeans in warm weather, strong woolen goods for winter, 
with woolen underclothing ; woolen socks, and boots for those 
who work ; females are furnished with denims and prints, with 
warm underclothing made in the house. We have a goo4 
physician, who is paid by the visit ; the sick are put under hi& 
charge, and are nursed as well as circumstances will permit ;; 
they are treated in their rooms, and furnished such food a& 
the physician directs. We have no separate apartments fo^^ 
the insane ; those we have at present are able to. do- lighit 
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work ; we have rooms with grated doors, where we can lock 
them in when necessary; the idiotic are able, with a little 
attention, to wait npon themselves and do light work. There 
is a good common school within one-half mile of the poor- 
houso, where the children are sent ; two children have been 
indentured to good families. We have received from produce 
sold from the farm $951.67, deducted from $2,638.35, leayes 
$1,686.68 expense of maintaining the poor at the county 
house; the grain and food for the house are raised on the 
farm, and we have no means of ascertaining the amount con- 
sumed of each. 

Montcalm — Poorhouse and other buildings, new and in 
splendid condition. Facilities for bathing, good, — a nice stream 
of soft water running across the farm. Buildings arranged so 
as to warm nicely by stoves and drums. Ventilation, good, — by 
windows arranged to let down from the top and raise from the 
bottom. Treatment of paupers is good ; good beds and rooms ; 
well fed, and all kept clean ; good wholesome food; bread and 
butter, pork, beef and potatoes, and plenty of vegetables, tea 
or coflFee twice per day, and tea or coffee, bread and butter ; 
cake and pie once, for supper, except Sundays, and then two 
meals and a lunch. Well clad, with cotton for summer, and 
flannel for winter, and well shod. Care of the sick is good, and 
a good physician employed by the year to attend them, and 
under bonds to give them all necessary attention. Accommo- 
dations for the insane and idiotic and their treatment are 
good ; we have prepared two rooms expressly for them in our 
new building ; education of the children in a good district 
school half a mile from the poorhouse ; they are kept in school 
summer and winter. 

Mushegon. — House in fair repair, but a coarsely built struc- 
ture; barn commodious, nearly new; no other permanent 
buildings. No special bathing apparatus other than ordinary 
household utensils. Warming of buildings, by stoves; fuel, 
wood. No special ventilating appliances. The superintend- 
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ents believe that the inmates of the poorhouse have in all 
instances been humanely treated by the keeper in charge, and 
his family and assistants. For food, the usual farm supply of 
staple provisions, as well as frequent supplies of fresh meats, 
also an assortment of articles of light diet supplied and dis- 
pensed, as deemed to be necessary. Cheap durable comfort- 
able clothing supplied as needed. The sick are cared for and 
nursed by the keeper and his wife, and attendance of physician 
had, as often as deemed necessary for the well being of the 
paupers. No special provision for the insane and idiotic ; not 
usual to keep insane persons ; had one a few days only ; also 
one imbecile boy, set down in the report as idiotic, who is pos- 
sessed of sufficient faculty to be treated comfortably as a 
member of tlie family at large without other and specific 
arrangements. Children of suitable age have attended district 
school in the vicinity; all inmates of this class have been 
temporary, none remaining more than a few weeks, except the 
above stated imbecile; efforts made by the matron to teach 
him without success ; his mind of too low an order. 

■ 

Our beneficiaries, in poorhouse, and out, are nearly all tem- 
porary cases ; our chief expense is for cases of injury or acute 
sickness, arising mostly among foreign emigrants lately arrived 
and not long enough here to have "saved up" provision for 
sickness, and the improvident class usually found about sea- 
port, and thoroughfare towns. 

Newaygo — No poor farm. The poorhouse is a small, com- 
fortable shanty, in good repair. Facilities for bathing, none. 
Building warmed by a stove. Ventilation, good. Treatment 
of paupers is kind. We have but two permanent paupers, and 
they keep house in a small building belonging to the county. 
Food consists of fiour, pork, etc. Clothing, good. The sick 
are well cared for. Accommodations for insane and idiotic, not 
any; send to Kalamazoo. Children are educated at union 
school. 

Oakland — Poorhouse and other buildings in good repair, 
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and tho barns and other out-buildings well planned and con- 
venient. Facilities for bathing, none. Warming of buildings : 
Attempted to be warmed by furnaces, but not successfully yet, 
and stoves are also used. Ventilation : Plenty for health, and 
too much for comfort. Paupers are required to work when 
able. Food, substantial, plain and plenty, alternating yarious 
meats and fish, salt and fresh, together with bread, vegetables, 
fruit in season, and milk, with soup once or twice each week. 
Clothing, part manufactured in the house, and part purchased 
ready made. The sick are cared for as directed by the physi- 
cian in charge. The treatment of the insane and idiotic as 
good as we can give without any reasonable facilities for 
taking care of them. Children are seldom in the county 
house but a few days, and while there, if of suitable age, 
attend the primary school of the district. 

We have an excellent farm, well fenced, drained, and culti- 
vated, with buildings in good order ; but the house is much too 
large for our wants, — very expensive to keep and keep in repair, 
and apparently designed and built to see how inconvenient 
and ill adapted for its purpose such an institution could be 
made. 

Oceana — General condition of the poorhouse, and other 
buildings, good for a new county. Facilities for bathing, none. 
Buildings warmed by stoves. No ventilation except by doors 
and windows. Treatment of paupers, good. Food consists of 
meat and potatoes, mush and milk, bread and butter, tea, — ^gen- 
eral farmers' fare. Are well supplied with clothing. Care of 
the sick, good. Accommodations for the insane and idiotic, 
none. We are about erecting a building for their accommoda- 
tion. Children can attend the district school. 

Ontonagon, — [No poorhouse.] Matters pertaining, to county 
superintendents of poor in this county have not heretofore 
been properly organized. I presume the present board will 
regulate these things according to law. 

Osceola. — No poorhouse or farm. Treatment of paupers: 
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The Bick and maimed that have not homes are found places by 
the week, and are well cared for, and the same with orphan 
children until people can be found to take them. In addition to 
the above, the Fire Eelief Committee sent to the clerk of this 
county, (John A. Gamage) a large quantity of provisions, bed- 
ding and clothing, to be distributed in this and adjoining 
counties; the destitute of this county got a large share, which 
saved county expense. 

The past year was an uncommonly destitute one ; this 
year looks more favorable, for the most of the pioneer farmers 
have raised enough to bread them. 

Ottaiva — The general condition of the poorhouse and 
buildings is good ; we intend to keep everything in good re- 
pair, i, e,y make all repairs as fast as needed. We have pur- 
chased one bath tub during the year; shall purchase one 
or two more the coming year. Buildings are warmed by 
one wood furnace situated in the basement of the upright 
part; this warms the keeper's and women's part of the 
house; the men's and insane apartments are warmed by 
two large stoves with drums ; one cook stove for the keepers, 
one cook stove for the paupers, and one stove in wash room. 
Fifteen sleeping rooms have ventilation in or above the doors, 
besides outside windows ; the balance of the rooms have out- 
side windows. The general treatment of the paupers is good ; 
we believe that a pauper is a human being and should be 
treated as such ; we believe in making them comfortable in 
every respect so far as we can. We furnish every variety of 
food usually raised on a farm ; also sugar, molasses, tea, coffee, 
etc.; we furnish three meals each day except Sundays, then 
two ; we furnish pork, beef and mutton for meats ; we use first 
quality winter wheat flour for bread; milk and butter plenty. 
The men are furnished with woolen underclothing, and with 
overalls and jackets outside^ and with boots and shoes, socks, 
etc; the women with cotton or woolen flannel underwear, 
denims and calico dresses, stockings and shoes. The children, 



60 ABSTRACT OF THJl ANNUAL KEPORTS OF 

when we have any to attend school, are clothed as respectably 
as any that attend the school. We hire a physician whenever 
necessary; the keeper and wife do all the nursing; the sick 
have separate rooms and usually recover in a short time ; we 
have had only one death in the past year. We have made 
some improvements in the building for the insane the past 
year; we have only two insane that we keep confined, and they 
only a part of the time ; we would not recommend those con- 
templating building insane asylums to pattern after our accom- 
modations. We have no idiots, and therefore cannot treat 
them, even to a glass of heer. We have no children at present 
of sufficient age to send to school ; we have always sent to the 
district school. 

We have one Superintendent of the Poor who has had the 
care of the poor for the past eleven years, 

Presque Isle. — ^No poorhouse [or farm]. 

Saginaw. — The general condition of the poorhouse is good ; 
the building is so constructed as to be well adapted for ven- 
tilation ; the windows are large and the rooms are large and 
kept very neat and clean ; the bedrooms are all up stairs ; the 
men sleep at one end, the women at the other end of the 
building ; we have built the past season a brick bake house, 
ashery, etc., 24x16. During the past summer we have con- 
structed a bath room, with a large tub ; when a person arrives 
he is well scrubbed and his clothes changed; we require 
the keeper to see that all the inmates are kept clean. The 
buildings are warmed by large stoves below and above, and 
proper care taken for the prevention of fires. Buildings are 
ventilated by means of the windows, doors, and chimneys, 
which is sufficient. Treatment of paupers is good. Their 
food is bread, meat, potatoes and other vegetables, and such 
other food as is generally used among farmers ; they get their 
meals three times a day, well prepared. Clothing is comfort- 
able ; woolen shirts and drawers for winter and light clothing 
for summer ; the outward apparel, — ^pants, coats, vests, etc., we 
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buy ready made, of good material ; the women are also well 
clothed. The care of the sick is excellent ; we have a county 
physician employed by us, who visits the house as often as he 
thinks necessary, and is paid so much for each visit ; we had 
the small-pox last winter; out of twelve cases only one death. 
We are sorry to say that the accommodation for the insane is 
not as good as it ought to be ; we do the very best we can, but 
the State ought to take care of all those afflicted persons; 
the idiotic are kindly treated. When we have children that 
are able to attend school, we send them to the district school 
about a mile distant from the farm. 

Sanilac — The buildings consist of one two-story brick 
building 32x40 feet with stone basement; one frame house 
18x26 feet, one-half story high, for keeper and family; on& 
frame building 16x24 feet, one story high, with four small 
rooms, with hall, for the worst cases of insane ; two frame 
barns and some sheds. Facilities for bathing, such as farmers 
generally have — tubs, dishes, and water. Buildings are warmed 
by means of stoves, with pipes running through the rooms ; 
we burn wood. Ventilation is by doors and windows — win- 
dows in every room. Paupers are kindly treated, and we 
are seldom obliged to use any means of correction, and then, 
generally, by locking them up. The food is prepared in the 
ordinary way, as farmers generally do, over a cook stove; 
three meals a day, consisting of wheat and com bread, pota- 
toes, pork, beef, mutton, butter, milk, tea, coffee, sugar, apples, 
vegetables, etc., and occasionally cakes and pies; we intend 
they shall live equal with the common farmer. Clothing is 
coarse, strong, durable and comfortable, made of cotton and 
wool, and according to the patient and time of year, so that all 
are clad comfortably all times a year. The sick are kindly 
cared for, and doctors called when deemed necessary ; and any 
little notion the patients crave they are indulged in. Accom- 
modations and treatment of insane and idiotic: we have 
small rooms to lock them in when unsafe to let them have 
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their liberty; govern with kindness, sometimes have to lock 
them up, and seldom have to resort to any* other means to 
control them. We have no children in poorhouse. Out of 
the number in the poorhouse seven are subject to fits and 
insane, and some of them never in their right mind. There 
have been four deaths in poorhouse within the last year. 

Schoolcraft — There is no county poorhouse or farm. This 
report is made out and signed November 9th, but it covers 
expenses only to September 30th. 

Shiatoassee — General condition of poorhouse and other 
buildings is very good. Facilities for bathing, none, except 
water and buckets. Buildings warmed by stoves ; fuel, wood. 
Ventilation by doors and windows. Treatment of paupers as 
good as can be under the circumstances. Good substantial 
food, — wheat bread, meat, butter and vegetables, well prepared 
and regularly served. Meals three times a day. Good com- 
fortable clothing is furnished. Care of the sick is excellent. 
No special arrangements for the accommodation and treat- 
ment of the insane and idiotic, except to assign comfortable 
rooms, and confinement therein when troublesome. The 
children have the benefit of a good district school a half mile 
distant ; all are furnished with books and sent to school that 
are of proper age and capable of receiving instruction. 

St. Clair — The buildings are in tolerably good repair, and 
considered comfortable for present purposes. The county has 
had no poorhouse for a number of years, but have hired the 
paupers kept and boarded until the 3d of June last, when they 
were removed to a farm purchased by the county last Novem- 
ber, on which are buildings used for a poorhouse, with the 
expectation that new buildings will be erected by the 
county, perhaps next season ; therefore, it is impossible for 
the superintendents to make a report to comply fully 
with the requirements of the blank. Facilities for bath- 
ing, none, more than ordinarily found in common res- 
idences ; Pine river runs past the house, near by. Build- 
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ings warmed by stoves. Xo ventilation, more than in 
ordinary residences. Treatment of paupers is good and kind. 
Such food is provided as is ordinarily used in families, with 
tea, coffee, milk, butter, etc. Clothing is such as is appro- 
priate to the season of the year. Care of the sick, such as may 
be necessary for their comfort and recovery. There are no 
insane or idiotic who need special accommodations or peculiar 
treatment. There are no children in the poorhouse capable of 
being taught at present. 

St. Joseph — General condition of the buildings is good. 
None but ordinary facilities for bathing; plenty of good 
water, and tubs, basins, etc. Buildings warmed by stoves. 
Ventilation, good. Treatment of paupers — we refer to the 
State inspector of poorhouses. Food, ordinary farmers' fare. 
Clothing, comfortable. Sick are well cared for. Accommoda- 
tions for the insane and idiotic and their treatment, none, 
more than the ordinary facilities afforded at farm houses. The 
children are educated at a district school. 

Tuscola — The poorhouse at present is very poor, but we 
have a good substantial brick building enclosed, and hope to 
get it completed soon. Xo facilities for bathing. Buildings 
warmed by common stoves. Ordinary way of ventilation, — by 
windows and doors. Treatment of paupers, good ; never better 
in any county. The food is wheat and corn bread, potatoes, 
and vegetables generally, pork, beef, Imtter and milk ; better 
than most farmers generally have. The clothing is woolen in 
winter, and cotton and woolen in summer. The sick have as 
good care as can be expected under the circumstances; the 
rooms are small and low. Accommodations for the insane 
and idiotic, fair; treatment, good. The children are sent to a 
common school about three-quarters of a mile distant. We 
have one of the best keepers on the farm, we ever had; every- 
thing is done up in fine order and in season ; the paupers are 
weir cared for by him, generally ; a better man for the position 
could not be obtained. 
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Van Buren — Baildings all wood ; fair, ^o facilities for 
bathing. Buildings warmed by stoves. No ventilation. 
Treatment of paupers, good. Food, good. Clothing, com- 
fortable. Care of the sick, good. Accommodations for the 
insane and idiotic, nothing different from the others ; treated 
kindly. The children are sent to a district school. 

Washtenaw — The general condition of the buildings is good, 
being principally new and in good repair. We have a bathing 
house on* the premises, and all inmates are required to bathe 
as often as is thought necessary to keep them clean and 
healthy. The house is warmed by stoves, the fuel being 
wood; the insane asylum is heated by the Euttan heater and 
ventilator, the fuel used being coal. The portion of the poor- 
house heated by stoves, is ventilated in the usual manner; but 
the insane department is ventilated by the Euttan ventilator. 
Mild treatment of the paupers is required at all times ; no 
harshness tolerated. Pork, potatoes, bread, fish, beans, with 
soup and vegetables alternating, with tea and coffee, compose 
the general diet. Good comfortable clothing to suit the sea- 
son of the year is supplied. We have a hospital in which all 
sick persons receive proper nursing and care. We have a 
good commodious building in which the insane and idiotic 
are kept, with large yards attached, for out-door exercise when 
the weather will permit. We have no school, for the reason 
that we have no childrA of suitable age to educate. 

We are unable to give the amounts for the several items of 
food, clothing, hay and grain for stock, on the first page, they 
being all included in our item of "supplies." 

Wayne — The poorhouse is a large and commodious brick 
structure, not well adapted inside for the purposes intended ; 
we are obliged to be making improvements constantly. Facil- 
ities for bathing, as stated in last year's report ; inferior in alms- 
house, although good as the asylum. Warming of buildings, 
very inferior, — by the common box stoves. Ventilation greatly 
needed ; none except by doors and windows, although improv- 



COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS OF THE POOR. 66 

ing by every alteration. Paupers are kindly treated, — those 
l^ho are able to do any work at all are required to work on the 
farm in summer, and sawing wood, etc., in winter. We have 
made no alteration in the kinds of food, nor the time for meals 
since last year's report ; our little increase in number at the 
almshouse has made it necessary to use 379 barrels of best 
family flour during the past year. Clothing is comfortable and 
good; a pauper comes nuked and filthy, we clean and clothe 
him ; shirts are made of good unbleached cotton cloth ; flannel 
underclothes for men and women if required. We have a resi- 
dent physician who sees that his sick patients are well cared 
for, and provided with necessary diet, etc. Accommodations 
for the insane and idiotic : The males and females are provided 
with large wards separated by the Keeper and Matron's depart- 
ment, — they being in the center of the building ; they are kindly 
cared for, and are well fed and clothed ; the very violent cases 
are confined occasionally in cells provided for that purpose; 
no other punishment whatever is tolerated, and the kindness 
of our Keeper and Matron toward them is becoming quite 
proverbial. School is kept in the almshouse ; and children 
sent to us being so varied, they cannot obtain much informa- 
tion; however, those that remain with us any length of time 
are benefited. 

In regard to the children at the almshouse, we hope 
ere long the State will soon be enabled to provide a home 
for the children of paupers, and not permit one to remain in 
an almshouse in any county in the State, to be contaminated 
by adult pauper influences. 

Wexford — [A farm, but no poorhouse.] 

In the foregoing schedule all the counties are represented. 
While, as a rule, the statements in the reports are well worded 
and expressive, there appears in some a too frequent use of the 
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ral role. 
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